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Abstract

Boundary Disputes and its Impact on Inter Arab Relations

Case study (Saudi Arabia - Yemen, Qatar - Bahrain and Egypt - Sudan)

Prepared by: Hazem M, Hawamdeh

(2]
Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Said Nufal §
|_
This study has dealt with the topic of Arab bounda¥y
disputes that emerged unequivocally through out the peri%l
from 1990-1994, during which the inter-Arab bounda
disputes intensified. As it is known, boundaries are
paramount importance in terms of its effect on Arab national
security. Moreover, they are considered an element &
international peace and security .and form an-indicationhg
independence and sovereignty. In the framework of t
study, they constitute one of the most important causes of
disputes among Arab states due to the fact that colonialis&t
came to an end but left behind Arab state in dispute over i
legacy as a result of the confusion that has accompanied the 2
boundary delimitation during the time of weste?b%
colonialism. There cases have been studied of inter - Ar
boundary dispute: Saudi ~ Yemeni boundary dispute, Qatarf:
Bahraini boundary dispute ;and Egyptian - Sudanesg
boundary dispute, Q

Libr

As regards the Saudi-Yemeni boundary dispute it wg
apparent that the personal competition (Personal Role) h
significant effect on increasing and aggravating the intensi
of this dispute, through the personality of both King Abd&l
Aziz Al-Suad of Saudi Arabia and Imam Yahyia Hameed
Din of Yemen ad the hostile relation that marked the perigsl
of there role. In the Qatari-Bahrani boundary dispute tl%
concentration was on encroachments by the two parties IF
bringing their case before the international court of justieg
instead of containing it within the framework of the Arab
league or the Gulf Cooperation Council.

IR

The boundary dispute between Egypt and Sudan was
characterized by the desire of both parties to try to
dominate Halayeb region, known for its geographical
location on the Red Sea and its abundant natural resources.
Although, we can hardly feel that there is such dispute at



YAy

certain times, yet it has somehow affected the reactions of
the two brotherly countries during a past period of time.

Through this study, it has been evident that the basis of
the existence of these boundary disputes is mainly
attributed to the western colonialism that was behind the
partition between Arab countries. The partition idea has
remained until today and has consolidated disputes among
Arab countries. Through this study, it was apparent that t
Arab regional organizations, on top of which the Arab leag
and the Guif Cooperation Council, have failed to solve t
disputes among member states. ;

The results of this study have also shown the failure Ef
peaceful means to settle the disputes peacefully and foreigh
interference that accompanied the events of Arab boundag
disputes. In addition, it has been explicit that the .Arg
States per self have held into what is calied “The Colonigl
Heritage”. In this connection, they used to revert tot
colonialism era to prove their rights to posses a certain
region whenever a boundary issue arose. -

This study has reached a number of recommendatiora%
that include the necessity to form an independent Ar&
judicial apparatus which shall have the final say in decidi
upon Arab disputes and shall be considered the highe
authority which shall issue decisions binding . .upon ajl
parties. It is imperative also that all Arab states join forcés
in order to solve their disputes rather than resorting t
foreign countries. As regards to the Arab league, its char
should be reconsidered in away that would guarantee mo
maneuverability for it in a bid to tranquilize Arab disput
that might arise in future,
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